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Thalassa Ward 
Councillor Report 

 

 

 

August 2025 
 

Prepared by Thalassa Ward Cr Marion Themeliotis. If you have any local 
issues, you would like me to follow up on or require any assistance with 
Council, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mobile: 0413 747 351 
Email: marion.themeliotis@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077458014215 

 

Happy Valley 

Sports Park – 

Signage 

Update 

 
In response to community feedback, Council reviewed traffic signage at Happy Valley 
Sports Park earlier this year particularly around concerns about vehicles turning right 
from the oval area. 
 
As a result, we’ll be replacing the existing one-way sign at the culvert crossing with a 
larger, more visible version to help improve driver awareness and safety. Installation is 
set to be completed by 30 September 2025. 

 
We’ll monitor how effective the new signage is before deciding whether pavement arrow 
markings are needed. This step-by-step approach helps ensure the right solution without 
over-marking the area. 

 
We appreciate your patience and will continue to monitor traffic behaviour at the site to 
keep everyone safe. 

 
 

Have Your Say: 

Draft Economic 

Growth & 

Tourism 

Strategic Plan 

2025–2030 

We are planning for a stronger local economy and a thriving visitor destination and we 
want to hear from you! 
 

🗓️ Engagement is now open until Tuesday 12 August on our draft Economic Growth & 
Tourism Strategic Plan 2025–30. 
 

🔗 View the draft and share your feedback: 
http://yoursay.onkaparinga.sa.gov.au/economic-growth... 
This draft plan sets our direction for the next five years, focusing on: 

✅ Supporting local business growth 

✅ Attracting visitors and investment 

✅ Creating vibrant, liveable destinations 

mailto:marion.themeliotis@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077458014215
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📣 We’re especially keen to hear from local businesses, community members, and 
stakeholders across the region. Your insights will help shape the final strategy before it’s 
presented to Council for adoption. 
 
Please share through your networks every voice helps build a stronger Onkaparinga.  
 

New Rules for E-

Scooters and 

Personal 

Mobility Devices 

(PMDs) – Now in 

Effect            

Effective 13 July 2025, South Australia has introduced new statewide regulations for e-
scooters and other personal mobility devices (PMDs) and they represent a major shift in 
how these devices can be used in public spaces. 
 

   Key Highlights: 
• Riders aged 16+ can now legally use PMDs on footpaths, shared paths, bike lanes, and 
many local roads 
• Helmet use is mandatory, and riders must display a flashing light at night or in low light 
• Speed limits apply: 
  • 10km/h on footpaths and shared paths 
  • 25km/h on roads ≤50km/h or bike lanes ≤60km/h 
• No licence or registration required 

  Where PMDs are not allowed: 
• Areas with ‘no bicycle’ or ‘no wheeled recreational devices’ signage 
• Public transport 
(Local councils may apply to restrict PMDs in specific areas if safety concerns are 
identified.) 
 

     Council’s Role: 
While SA Police will enforce the new laws, councils remain responsible for managing 
where PMDs and fleet-operated e-scooters can operate within their boundaries. 
Fleet e-scooter operators must now apply for permits to continue or expand services with 
councils setting clear conditions on where and how they operate. 
 

          What’s next: 
• The State Government will review the new laws within 12 months 
• The LGA will consult councils on the real-world impact especially around pedestrian 
safety 
• Our Council will stay engaged and keep you updated on any changes or local impacts 

        Learn more and watch SA Police's explainer video: sa.gov.au 

     Read the full fact sheets and updates on PMDs and e-bikes via THINK! Road Safety 
As this space continues to evolve, Council will remain committed to designing and 
managing safe, inclusive, and future ready infrastructure for everyone. 

  
 

Happy Valley 
Sports Park – 
Stormwater 
Update 

Following concerns raised, Council’s Civil Maintenance team met on site to assess 
drainage near the northern goal square. 
 

   On 3 July, we completed a clean and camera check of the stormwater infrastructure 
in the adjacent car park. 
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• Silt and debris were removed 
• No structural defects were identified 
 

           A follow-up engineering assessment has found that while the current system is 
functioning, it does not meet our current service standards for storm events. The system 
includes a 600mm x 600mm grated pit connected to the creek via a 225mm pipe, with 
standard 100mm kerbing throughout the car park. 
 

  What’s next? 
To improve performance during heavy rain, we’re recommending: 
• Installing additional stormwater pits 
• Upgrading to a larger diameter pipe 
• Considering an overflow route for extreme weather 
These works have been entered into Council’s Project and Capital Works Program, where 
they will be prioritised using our Resource Prioritisation Document (RPD). Given the risks 
identified, we expect this project to be rated as high priority for delivery within the next 
five years, subject to budget approval. 
 
We thank the Happy Valley Football Club for their cooperation and look forward to 
delivering improved infrastructure for the community. 
 
 

Have you used 

Council’s phone 

or online request 

system? 
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Advocating - Bus 

Stops 
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Exciting Update 
BMX IS BACK with a 
State Series at 
Happy Valley 
Sports Park 
Confirmed! 

  
What an incredible 
outcome for our 
community, 102 
Canberra Drive 
Aberfoyle Park -
THANK YOU, Tim & 
Lisa! 

  
It has been an absolute privilege to stand beside my community throughout this journey. 
Your passion, commitment, and tireless advocacy have been nothing short of inspiring. 
From late night planning to heartfelt deputations, Tim and Lisa both showed what 
genuine community leadership looks like. 
 

I was so moved by the result and yes, the tears were very real! 💚 It is a testament to 
what can be achieved when a community comes together with a united voice and 
unwavering determination. 
 
To everyone who spoke up, signed the petition, came to meetings, and shared your 
stories, thank you. This was a true community victory, and I feel incredibly honoured to 
have played a small part. 
 
I can’t wait to see what’s next for our reserve. The vision you have for its future is already 
so powerful, and I look forward to supporting the next chapter. 
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With heartfelt thanks and admiration to my amazing community. 
 
Cr Marion Themeliotis 
Thalassa Ward, Councillor 

 
 

Important Meeting 
at Minton Farm 

 We had a key discussion with our LGA President, on our statewide approach to cat 
management. 

This is a big step forward bringing together councils, communities, and animal welfare 
organisations to create positive change for our environment and our furry friends. 
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Applying for a grant Thinking about applying for a grant? 

Not sure where to start? We've got you covered!  

Check out our free resource: “Grant Writing Made Simple” – a step-by-step guide to 
help community groups, businesses, and not-for-profits navigate the funding landscape 

with confidence!  

From planning your project  

To applying for a grant  

To celebrating your success  
…it’s all here. 

Learn how to: 

Align with funding priorities 

Set SMARTA goals 

Build strong partnerships 

Avoid common mistakes 

Submit with confidence 

Download the guide now: 

www.onkaparingacity.com/Grants 
Grants open 21 July 2025 – Let’s make it happen! 
 

Southern 
Volunteering 

 Southern Suburbs Sports Clubs, groups and assocaations– I am Talking to YOU!  
  Are you looking for VOLUNTEERS to help your club thrive?  

  Groundskeeper    

  Treasurer    

  Secretary    

  Board Members    

  Bar Staff / Facility Volunteers   
Then Southern Volunteering SA Inc is here for YOU!   
 Become a member – it's FREE!   
Link: https://svsa.org.au/i-need-volunteers/ 
  
Southern Volunteering has already helped local clubs and groups fill vital positions and 
connect our clubs with the right volunteers.    
Get in touch today – and don’t forget to mention Cr Marion Themeliotis sent you!    

Get up to date 

information on 

Facebook 

 
 

Keep up to date with everything happening at Council, through my new Facebook page. 

You can follow the page here: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077458014215 

 

 

http://www.onkaparingacity.com/Grants?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVDBMS2xGcmFlQkp0RVZRaAEel47w51k64HslVKT-340rVtd9w5h5AXu4GH5g4l0NALV7Uq8O7kconhe5wGM_aem_64HiKia0v5NPCcUjBZmgtA
https://svsa.org.au/i-need-volunteers/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077458014215

